
Year 12 Raising Achievement Evening
Thursday 13th July

07/08/2023 Year 12 Raising Achievement Evening



Overview – Year 12 Raising Achievement 
Evening
• How you can support your son/daughter - Mr Davies

• Post Sixth form options – University, Apprenticeships, Employment 
(Mr Hood and Mrs Gale)

• Year 13 – what to expect and key dates
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How can I support my Y13 
son/daughter?
Incoming Head of Sixth Form - Mr Davies
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1. Carry on doing what you've been 
doing throughout their school life!

8/7/2023



2. Check emails 
regularly
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3. Help them 
to organise 
their time and 
talk about 
upcoming 
deadlines
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4. Keep track of their attendance – know their 
timetable 
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5. Discuss Future Aspirations – help them set 
goals and targets
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6. Provide a quiet place at 
home/somewhere else to 

study
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But also encourage peer support – 
collaboration can be great for enhancing 
understanding!



7. Foster a 
growth 
mindset



8. Come 
to parents 
evening
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9. Promote self-care
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Encourage them to:
• Get sleep
• Eat well
• Exercise
• Engage with 

hobbies/interests



10. Watch out for signs of stress or anxiety
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Communicate with us!
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adavies@fromecollege.org



Post Sixth Form Options

1. University – undergraduate degrees, foundation degrees 

2. Apprenticeships – job with training, various levels, all sectors of the 
economy 

3. Employment

4. Gap Year
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University

• Apply through UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service), all of 
Year 12 should have registered on Destinations Day

• Your son/daughter should have already filled out the UCAS form and linked 
their account to Frome College

• They now need to research the courses they wish to apply for, they get 5
choices

• Your son/daughter will also need to write a personal statement to support 
their application. They’ve had a session on this on Destinations Day and 
they have the resources on FROG
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University – Choosing a course
• There are over 50,000 to choose from

• Factors to consider:

• Subject – academic or vocational?

• Course detail

• Entry criteria

• Location

• Campus/City universities

• Reputation

• Career plans

• Open days (physical and virtual) - https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-
where-study/events-and-open-days
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https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/events-and-open-days
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/events-and-open-days


University – choosing a course

• Your son/daughter has 5 choices of courses on UCAS

• We recommend:

• 2 aspirational choices (above their final predictions)

• 2 on/around their final predications

• 1 backup (lower than their final predictions)
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Applying through UCAS – the process

1. Register on UCAS (should already be completed)

2. Fill out UCAS form (should have started this)

3. Choose 5 courses (research should be underway, continue over the Summer)
4. Draft personal statement (should have started). Get feedback from personal 

tutor/subject teachers, make changes. Upload to UCAS when ready

5. Complete purple form – get everything signed off. Hand to personal tutor
6. The application will be checked then sent to UCAS (by December 1st)
7. Universities will reply – conditional offer, unconditional offer, rejection

8. When all have replied your son/daughter will need to narrow their offers down 
to 2 – a firm and an insurance (lower grade offer). This needs to be done by 
early June

9. A level results in August 
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University - Offers

• Conditional offer – your son/daughter will have a place if they achieve 
certain grades/UCAS points. 

• Contextual offers and EPQ/Core Maths

• Unconditional offer – your son/daughter has a place on the course 
irrespective of the grades they achieve

• Rejection – your son/daughter’s application to this course was 
unsuccessful
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University – Early Applicants

• Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry and Oxbridge must complete 
their application by the 3rd week of September

• Entrance exams

• Seek support from Dr Arnold and subject teachers

• Deadline for everyone else is December 1st
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University – Personal statements

• Started work on this during Destinations Day, should continue with this over the Summer

• Your son/daughter’s chance to explain why they should be given an offer for the course they’ve 
applied for

• You only get 1 personal statement – courses applied for must therefore be the same/very similar

• Students have been given a planning sheet and watched a pre-recorded session on this during 
Destinations Day. They will need to do several drafts – this takes time

• Support available from – personal tutor, subject teachers and a planning sheet and pre-recorded 
session sent out on FROG

• Video clip – personal statements
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8hFkMAjW-I&t=1s&ab_channel=UCAS


University - Help and Support available

• Dr Arnold – Oxbridge, medicine, veterinary science

• Personal tutor

• Subject teachers

• Destinations Day
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Mrs Gale

Careers Lead

Mrs Lynch

Careers Advisor 



What is a degree level apprenticeship?

• Gain a full undergraduate or master’s degree while you 
work. 

• Take three to six years to complete, depending on the 
course level.

• Spend most of your time working and you’ll also study 
part-time at university. 

• Spend about 20% of your time studying vs. 80% of your 
time working. Blocks or a couple of days a week. 



Pros and cons of a degree apprenticeship 

 Pros of a degree apprenticeship

• You’ll get real-life experience working alongside your degree.

• Your degree is fully paid for, so there’s no cost to you.

• You’ll get paid a salary just like a normal employee

 Cons of a degree apprenticeship

• You’ll need to balance working and studying at the same time.

• You won’t qualify for any student loans.

• Apprentices don’t always get the traditional ‘university experience’.



How do I find a degree level apprenticeship? 

 You apply the same way you apply for a normal job.

 Submit an application, which usually includes a CV and cover letter.

 Advertised throughout the year and there is no application cycle like there is with university.

 The vacancy will state when the application deadline is, and when the apprenticeship is due to 
start.

 https://careerfinder.ucas.com

 https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

 https://www.prospects.ac.uk

 https://uk.indeed.com

 Check School emails for adverts

 University and apprenticeship fairs

 Unifrog.org

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://uk.indeed.com




Unifrog

• Helps with researching 
Universities and 
Apprenticeships.

• Skills and personality 

quizzes
• Log your achievements 

for UCAS
• Webinars
• Careers resource library



Overview of Year 13 – key dates

• 7th September – term restarts
• 22nd September – early applicants deadline
• 1st December – deadline for UCAS applications (UCAS external deadline is 

January)
• Round 1 of Mocks – early to mid January
• Round 2 of Mocks – mid March
• Exams begin – mid May
• Early June – deadline to choose firm and insurance choices if going to 

university
• Exams end – late June
• Results – Mid August
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Any questions? 

• Please see Miss Marshall if you’re interested in:

• Gap Years

• Round the World Travel

• Volunteering
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